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“The Queen of the Great Lakes”

This great picture of the Clipper is featured on the cover of the “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper” (An   
Illustrated History) book.  Sales have been most impressive and you can now get your copy for 
yourself, or gift for someone else.  Easily attainable by visiting the Anything and Everything 
Antique Mall  at 3031 Hts. Ravenna Road, or by calling 744-5101.    

Well, the 3rd qtr Shipshape is dedicated to the Volunteers who get and keep the Clipper in great 
shape in hard-work restoration projects, elbow-grease, and spit & polish areas for the many tourists 
who take in a piece of local & state history throughout the summer months.  You can also take your 
group through on a private tour – call 744-5101 to set up a time for your special group outing.

As you read the articles today, keep in mind that this work is done from the heart, no one gets paid 
to get paint splattered clothes (known as our “Clipper Uniforms”), broken finger nails, scraped 
knuckles, or go to meetings and sit through ideas that have been mulled over for years with little 
progress.  We do it because we love the Clipper and can’t figure out why other folks can’t see the 
potential of this great tourist attraction, or have their class reunion scheduled there, or have a 
wedding reception in the main lounge, or business meeting set up in the theatre with a big screen 
projection, or etc. etc. etc.  Can you tell I’m a little prejudice?

Come down and enjoy the beauty of the Historical Landmark in your own backyard.

Editor, Sandra Ferski



Message from the President- Jim Plant

The 2015 Clipper tour season ended as our best season ever, both in terms of guest numbers 
and guest enthusiasm. Our guests came from Germany, Austria, Milwaukee, Chicago, Seattle, 
Ohio, Indiana, Port Huron, Muskegon and several other Michigan cities.  

One comment we get a lot is what a great place the Clipper would be for wedding receptions. Our answer is 
always, “Yes, it sure would be”. When we first brought the Clipper back to Muskegon we had banquet space 
booked every weekend that summer for class reunions, weddings, and meetings. The local fire marshal said 
we were not qualified to have more than seventy-five persons on the ship at one time. That ended our space 
rental program. It broke our hearts that we had to call the renters and cancel. They were disappointed, too. 
Our present dock does not let us meet all the local building codes. 

The view, from the top our six decks in the middle of Muskegon Lake, is spectacular. Our present dock was 
intended as “temporary” until we could find a permanent dock.  Little did we ever think that it would prove so 
difficult to secure a permanent home. A permanent address would open us up to many maritime grants that 
would help us comply with the local building codes.  The Coast Guard has signed off on the Clipper. We are 
considered in the same class as a land building.

This next year is going to see many changes in the Muskegon Lake shoreline, with the closing of the B.C. 
Cobb generating facility and redevelopment of the Sappi property. Recent MCPI meetings with local officials 
have been addressing those changes and the role they would play in relocating the Clipper. Relocation 
progress is being made, but at a snail’s pace. If you have any thoughts on a permanent location for the 
Clipper, please, don’t hesitate to share them. 

Tourism is becoming Michigan’s next big industry. The possibilities are limitless for the Clipper to  
contribute to that tourism, especially in Muskegon.  We stand ready to help that industry to grow to its 
greatest potential.    Jim Plant

President

VOLUNTEER HOURS:
WOW!!

In the past, the reporting of hours was presented in a spreadsheet form.  That isn’t so easy anymore, as the 
volunteer “group” has grown very large.  Close to 17 years of people coming onboard, some for a year or 
more, others just for one summer, others for all of those 17 years on a weekly basis.  We had, as of 2013, 
accumulated 53,778.5 hours.  Now mind you, this does not include time spent in board meetings or auction 
planning meetings, just hours spent onboard in restoration projects and tours.  Today I’m reporting the hours 
accumulated through September 2015.  

2014 = 3,006 hours   61 people
2015 = 3,246 hours   62 people

Some of the volunteers only came one time in one year, others came every week both years.  So to report each 
persons name would require another full page.  Even then, someone would be left out and hurt feelings would 
develop.  Every single person is important and greatly appreciated.  

So back to the TOTAL – with the help of Pam Babbitt, who shared some sign in sheets from various meetings 
that took place over the past 3 years, I was able to get a more complete count of overall Volunteer Hours, but 
it still left many years unaccounted for.  Anyway she presented me with lists that brought the hours I’m 
reporting, as of September 30th, 2015 to a whopping 60,135 !!!  Some of the high rollers are:  Captain 
Preiffer-2015=292, 2014=413; Jim Plant- over 200 each yr & Marylouise over 150 each yr; Tom Bell=224 & 
353;  new fellow-Bill Thurlow=313 & 119;  Rick Lacy=120 & 130.  My piddley 80-some a year can’t hold a 
candle to these guys. 

Sandy Ferski reporting



It’s getting to that time of the year that we start batting down the hatches and securing everything for the 
on-coming heavy weather season.  

Looking back over this past years’ events and happenings, we have really done quite well.  Started off with 
our Annual Clipper Auction at the Muskegon Country Club, which helps pay the restoration bills.  The 
weekend Open House Tours were on the positive side.  We don’t have the final numbers as yet, but every 
year it gets better.  The interesting thing about this, is that, we are getting more and more people from out of 
the area, state and even foreign countries.  This tells you what a great value the “Clipper” has for the tourism 
industry in the Muskegon area.  A better downtown location would be an even greater plus for the tourist 
trade in Greater Muskegon.

This is the first season that the ship has been open seven (7) days a week with restoration work and tours.  
This has been possible because of all our dedicated volunteers, along with help from other City & County 
“pay back people” program and County service help.  

Along with the regular maintenance work, we were able to get a new hatch opening on top of the “Dummy” 
stack for easy access to that area and complete restoration of that inactive area, which has not happened for 
some time; the entire deck and hull work, over the Pilot House and Officers quarters, stripped & painted; the 
boat davits on the starboard side were stripped, primed and repainted; the Marine Lounge (Bar Room) 
stripped and repainted; the same work in parts of the overhead areas in the Soda Bowl and continued 
upgrading of the Movie Lounge. We are hoping to get the Fantail (stern deck) up to it’s original shape before 
the Fall weather sets in.  We are in the process of building a new Cashier Counter for the cafeteria, which has 
been missing for some time; rebuilding and replacement tables in the crews’ Mess Hall; cleaning up the ships 
galley area, getting Exhibit room “B” (The Alabama Room) ready for it’s Grand Opening next year with the 
great ship model of the “S.S. Alabama”.  Also our special thanks to the ladies that have done such a good job 
in the housecleaning area.

I have only touched on some of the larger areas that we have made such good progress on and only so because 
of all the very dedicated volunteers that are part of this project.

We are looking forward to this year 2015 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at Tatra Hall, catered by the Ferski 
Crew, date and invitation mailing in the near future.

With all of this going on, has anyone seen Charles Nobel on the Ship??? 
Smooth Sailing
Captain Bob Priefer

Restoration & Remembrance

Hear Yee!  Hear Yee!
Get your Clipper items here!  We have T-shirts, we have Polo Shirts, we have Sweatshirts, 
Clipper Books, Logo Clocks, Wristwatches and Pocket Watches.

Hear Yee!  Hear Yee! We have Wine Glasses, we have Coffee Mugs, we 
have Logo Visors, Baseball Caps, Flyers and More!!  
Come on down to the ANYTHING & EVERYTHING ANTIQUE MALL at 3031 
Hts. Ravenna Rd in Cloverville. Every day from 11a.m. til 6p.m.  Just follow Sherman 
Blvd to Black Creek Rd, to Hts. Ravenna Rd.  Can’t miss it – directly behind PNC Bank on 
your right. Plenty of parking for everyone. Some items on sale right now!! 

SEE YOU THERE!!! 



It is now nearly October and another summer has flown by. It has been a busy one. The new Alabama  
room is finished with the exception of the baseboards, which will be done in the spring. The new spot lights 
Bill Thurlow put in really are going to show off the model and the artifacts we will have on display for next 
summer. Due to problems with the original glass source, we did not get the model on display at the 
Muskegon County Airport as originally planned. The decision was made as we got further into the summer 
was to move the model only once, and that would be to the ship. Work on the room progressed very well in 
spite of the heat, and my friend, Joe Saladin, helped me paint the walls black. It took two coats to do the 
walls, and three to do the red bootstripe. It is a striking room, reminding me of the sharp displays at the 
Wisconsin Maritime Museum in Manitowoc where I got the original idea for the color. We now will be 
assembling together the artifacts we have and what is promised, and will get it all together for the opening 
next year. In the next newsletter I will be talking about what will be on display in the Alabama Room.

This is the year for the Tempting Tables Breast Cancer Fund Raiser, held every two years. It raises a great 
deal of money for cancer research here in Michigan, held again at the Holiday Inn in downtown Muskegon, 
this year it is October 14 through October 18. I am mentioning this for two reasons. It is a very worthy 
event, and raises a large amount of money for breast cancer research, and it gives folks who did not get to 
the Clipper this summer to see some of the models displayed there. Ken Jillbert has given us permission to 
use them, and the Milwaukee Clipper is loaning twelve of his models to the exhibit that are on the ship each 
summer. These include the models of the Clipper and the Juniata. If you attend this event you will be 
supporting a very worthwhile cause. Like the Clipper, none of the many volunteers are paid. Later the 
models of the two ships will go on display at the County Airport Terminal for the winter. Next summer 
there will be around 42 Great Lakes ship models on display on the ship, including the Alabama model. It 
will be worth seeing.

Sandy Ferski presented a plan to the board, to put Clipper store items, in a store setting.  It was approved, 
and we now have a booth in a store in Cloverville that at one time was a supermarket, turned into an 
Antique Mall. Many of the items that are in the ship's store onboard are now available there.  It gives folks, 
who are looking for special gifts to get them, keeping in mind the holidays are now approaching. Sandy 
will tell you all about it. Stop in, look it over and buy some Clipper items now available for the first time 
off the ship since the very early years of it being back here in Muskegon. There are some very nice gift 
items.  In addition to our line of T's, sweats and caps, there are Clipper logo clocks, watches, glassware, etc.

It is our hope all of you have a most pleasant and colorful fall season.
Ray Hilt
Museum Curator

Museum Update

Books are available from me at 231-744-5101 for pick up or shipping. OR at www. Milwaukeeclipper.com - 
or use the order form included in this newsletter. 
As reported earlier, Anything & Everything Antique Mall and other Muskegon locations:

Shoreline Inns & Suites,    750 Terrace Pt. Dr,             231-727-8483
Torresen Marine, Inc. 3003 Lakeshore Dr. 231-759-8596
Maggie’s Gourmet Foods & Gifts 4851 Harvey St. 231-799-9333
Jerviss-Fethke Ins. 71 W. Webster Ave 231-722-2375
USS Silversides Submarine Museum 1346 Bluff St 231-755-1230
The Fishmonger’s Wife 2127 W. Sherman Blvd 231-755-1600
Lakeshore Museum Center 439 W. Clay Ave 231-722-0278
Also – Java Shop & Book Nook in Montague and Colby’s Hokey Pokey in Whitehall and

My Secret Stash in Traverse City.

Clipper Book Sales By Marylouise Plant



We had a gentlemen send in a large collection of pictures and newspaper articles that his grandmother collected 
while working.  Here is his letter and a few of the pictures:

My Grandmother, Lida Sandel, worked as a chamber maid on the Milwaukee Clipper for about 12-15 years.  She 
started around 1949 and worked until about 1961.

Lida made friends easily and I believe the years on the Clipper were some of the happiest years of her life.  She 
was friends with most of the crew from the Captain on down.  I remember she invited Captain Hoxie and his wife 
to spend the weekend with our family at Riverdale in central Michigan. The Captain and his Mrs. enjoyed their 
visit, seeing the local sights.

Lida was quite excited about having celebrities in her staterooms, I remember her talking about Liberace crossing 
on the Clipper. “Gorgeous George” the wrestler was another one. Roy Rogers and Dale Evans and Gabby Hayes 
were some other passengers.  Grandma told many interesting stories about her days on the ship, sadly it’s been 
over half a century and I have forgotten many or may have details mixed up.  I recall her telling about underwater 
divers that were inspecting or repairing the ship, maybe this was after it struck the breakwater.  She talked about 
one of the chamber maids who was mad at her superior for some reason and made a voodoo doll and hung it up.  
Another event I recall was a worker or passenger was upset about something and was throwing deck chairs off the 
ship.  When I was about nine, Grandma got our family round trip passage. We entered the ship on the lower level 
where they were loading cars. Boy! They were loading them fast! Grandma showed us around the ship and 
introduced us to various crew members. They all seemed like a large family.  Meal time came and we went down 
into the bowels of the ship and ate in the crew’s dining quarters.  It was a very good meal. Then someone took us 
to the engine room and we saw the large engines that propelled the Clipper; it was very hot.
I wish I had paid more attention when my Grandmas talked about her days on the Milwaukee Clipper.

Thanks for listening,
Lida’s Grandson, Robert Ward.

P.S. I enjoyed the book.  Its very informative and brought back many memories.

Lida Sandel

Johnnie, 
Lida, 

Ada, 
Ethel

Lida & Louise

Viola Rorhr -Pursur

Lida & Shirley Wistamen
Sept 1955

Ethel Erskine, unknown, Lida

Victoria Phillips 
July 1950



** WANT AD **
ITEMS NEEDED

*PONTOON BOAT
*Emergency

Electric Generator
*Welder

*Electric Sanders
*VOLUNTEERS

*Painters
*Electric Hand Grinders 
*General Maintenance

*Tour Guides
*Electronic Help

*(* VOLUNTEERS!

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible,, we are a 501©3 
organization.

Thank you - Blarney Castle 
Oil Co. for the drums to 
provide proper handling of 
the restoration waste 
products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the scenes: 
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; LAKESIDE EMPORIUM,, who 
supports our efforts by displaying a canister for donations, and has a supply of  newsletters for distribution; 

You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and Visitors  Bureau.  Not to leave out all 
the other local businesses who support the Spring Auction.  We always have multiples of businesses who 
donate items for the fundraiser.  Thanks to our generous supporters - without them, we really would be 
“Dead-in-the-Water”! 

Thanks to all.

Could your business use some new customers?

Business card size $120 annually - Quarter Page $240 - Half Page - $460 
- Full page Ad $900. 

Call 231-755-8066 to reserve your space today.  Thank you in advance 
for your support on the progress of the preservation efforts.

Thank you 
Mike & Sue Johnson

From 
Anything and Everything Inc.

3031 Hts Ravenna Rd
For the loan of the mannequins.



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.
Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly newsletter
I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity Working on the newsletter 
Maintenance Museum/Gift Shop Restoration work
Security at the Clipper Other ________________       Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.
Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:
S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR
Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 for 
the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on-board 
Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!
Thank you for your support!

Use the form below  to order your copy of “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper, An Illustrated History”
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